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The delicacy of approaching is not for the eyes.

Like disoriented lovers, we wander
with gentle pretenses and powerful intuitions,
celebrating the salvation of feeling in advance.
We are erotic clairvoyance.

Antidote to dark times,
we whisper an unbreakable wish:
to smile at each other, to recognize us,
and if a desire exists, to surrender.

(Our power: to feel pleasure)

Synopsis

Placebo Dances is a space of investigation around pleasure.

It is a place for the relationships reconfiguration.

It is a tendency, an inclination, an unbalancing towards a condition of openness, connection
and enchantment, which can foster pleasure at oneself and others, and question the
positioning of our bodies in the world.

In Placebo Dances we seek for postures that are shaken by desire, that gently disrupt the
body and make it waver, to find an erotic closeness of our being in the world. Pleasure as
salvation in times of catastrophe.



Accessibility
Immersive performance in close proximity between audience and performers.
Predominantly floor seating on cushions, some elevated seating available.
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Premiere

Santarcangelo Festival
10, 11, 12 July 2025

Selected Press

Dance, a practice of emancipation by Silvia Bottiroli — November 2025

“...Placebo Dances thus opens the space — both the material one of practice and encounter,
and the imaginative one of what exists as potential — to the shared practice of joyful passions,
and reaffirms a fundamental trait of dance: its being a practice of emancipation, of self-
invention, of weaving collective dimensions in which new perceptions and different sensations
take form.”

Il corpo come rituale tra estasi e resistenza. Placebo Dances di Flavia Zaganelli.

Emilia Romagna Cultura e Spettacolo. 11 July 2025.

"...Not a dance in the traditional sense, but a living, sensory device that traverses the
concepts of pleasure, care and presence. In an age in which the body is often reduced to
performance or consumption, Zaganelli redeems it and transforms it into relational matter,
capable of welcoming, stimulating and destabilising. Placebo Dances is an invitation to be. To
breathe together. To let oneself be traversed by that which cannot be said with words..."

Un delicato vortice di energia by Sofia Zecchinelli - Teatro e critica LAB, June 2024.

“..I blink and my gaze is completely captured by the bodies of the three dancers, who, resting
softly on the floor, had already hovered the circular, hypnotic and elegant movement of their
kisses...A feminine and masculine motion at once: a resourceful welcome, a defiant grace.
The more their kisses draw free movements, the more mine feel the weight and constraints of
a universal society and culture that perhaps continue to fear this...”



https://www.flaviazaganelli.com/en/placebo-dance
https://teatroecriticalab.wordpress.com/2024/07/02/placebo-dances-il-sottopasso-delle-anime-felici/
https://spettacolo.emiliaromagnacultura.it/it/news/corpo-rituale-estasi-resistenza-placebo-dances-flavia-zaganelli/
https://spettacolo.emiliaromagnacultura.it/it/news/corpo-rituale-estasi-resistenza-placebo-dances-flavia-zaganelli/
https://www.santarcangelofestival.com/en/show/placebo-dances-2/

Visual Documentation

Trailer, please click here

Teaser, please click here

Pictures, please click here

Bio - Flavia Zaganelli (she/her) is a dance artist and performer. She trained independently by
following and collaborating with international artists between Italy and Europe, and then
graduated at the Tanzfabrik in Berlin and Smash#9. Her research is transversal and
multidisciplinary, she is interested in hybrid forms and collaborative processes.

The impetus for creation is the body intended as the root of somatic perception and as an
agent of change. Dance and performance are understood as the concrete places to
investigate the mechanism of relationship and embody thoughts about the future.

Her works (The Game We Play; INVISIBILIA — 2021, electrica/ecosi'stema/ - 2023) has been
presented in theaters and festivals around lItaly. In 2024 she was among the shortlisted artists
for FONDO - support network for emerging creativity. Her last research, Placebo Dances,
was selected for Boarding Pass Plus Dance 2023 mobility grant and it premeried at
Santarcangelo Festival 2025. www.flaviazaganelli.com
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